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ORDER BY MAIL HONEST NEW ITEMS opper sy ma 


BRISKOS MILEAGE 
SAVER FUEL PRESSURE 
REGULATOR 
No other can deliver 
up to 4 lb. pressure & 
idle good & stop vapor- 

lock STOP flooding. 


SIMPLE Fated 
ADJUST i 
MENT FOR 
MULTIPLE 

CARBURETION™ 35, 


$5.95 Postpaid 
HONEST #22 


DELUXE CHROME 
GENERATOR COVERS 


ZX 
= a4 
A AR 
For all GM-Chrys 

products 


Ford Products 
$2.25 Postpaid 


HONEST 423 


CHROME VOLTAGE 
REGULATOR COVER 


Ford Prod. — GM Prod. 
(Give year of car) 


$1.95 Postpaid 
HONEST #24 


FIESTA TYPE CHROME 
WHEEL COVERS 
14” or 15” 

For all cars — Replaces 
original factory type 

3 BAR 

SPINNER 

Heavy 

Construction. 

Space for 

Weights 

Set of 4 

$27.95 


HONEST #26 
Set of 2 $14.00 
HONEST #27 
(State size of Wheel) 


STOCK TYPE 
REPLACEMENT 
HEAVY CHROME 

FULL WHEEL COVERS 


Space for weights, re- 
piaces original tactory 
type. 
FORD MERC 
TYPE TYPE 
All '49 CHEVY & Most 
otners from '50 up 
available. 
Set of 4 $13.95 
HONEST #28 


HEAVY GAUGE PRIME 
FENDER SKIRTS 
All brackets attached 
Flush Mounting Inside 
Fender. 


FORD '52-57 
MERC ‘55-57 
CHEV °49-54 
(2-door only) 
CHEV '55-57 
BUICK SPEC. '51-53 
BUICK ALL '50 models 
BUICK '51-53 Super & 
Roadmaster 
PONTIAC '49-52 
PLYMOUTH '53-57 
$9.95 Pair 
HONEST #29 


FLUSH MOUNT FOR 
OLDS '55 (98 only) 
OLDS '56-57 All 
DODGE '53-57 
BUICK '54-56 
F-100 FORD PICKUP 

*53-56 


PONTIAC '57 
$11.00 Pair 
HONEST +30 


OUTSIDE MOUNT 
FENDER SKIRTS 
FORD '49-56 
MERC °49-54 
BUICK ‘50-53 
PLYMOUTH '53-56 
CHRYSLER ‘53-56 
DESOTO '53-56 
STUDEBAKER '47-55 
HAWK '56 
OLDS '51-53 (88 only) 
FORD TEARDROP 
"38-40 
MERC Box Type '39-48 
FORD Box Type ‘41-48 
Universal Fits 
KAISER-FRAZER . 
*46-49 


WILLYS '52-54 
$7.00 Pair 
HONEST #31 


HONEST ONE GLASS 
PACKED MUFFLERS 
or STEEL PACKED 


Senet eit; 
=i em: ae 


Singles for FORD4 
CHEVY-MERC-C&AD- 
DODGE-PLY-LINC- 


OLDS-PONTIAC- 
STUDE 


$5.98 Each 
HONEST +32 


PAIR OF MUFFLERS FOR 
CARS ABOVE 


$10.95 Pair 


(Name car & year) 


HONEST +33 


PINSTRIPING 


12 Separate Designs 
Per Set 


Colors: Red-Green-Blue- 
Gold-White-Black 
Each set of 12 Designs 
only $1.00 postpaid 
HONEST +39 


REPLACE- 
MENT 
ANTENNAS 
COMPLETE 
WITH 
LEAD 
WIRES 
ROUND 
OR 
TEAR 
DROP 

Ww BASE 


$2.95 Each Postpaid 
HONEST #35 


DUMMY 
ANTENNAS 
SHORT FOR 


$1.25 Each 
Postpaid 


AMAZING PLASTIC 
FILLER TO REPAIR 
AUTO BODY FOR 
CUSTOMIZING- 
DECHROMING 
SPREADS LIKE BUT 
FAST DRYING 
One ST— 


Plastic 
ONDIN 


Fucen <a 
Quaker I) Daye 

60 : 
lolz ate 
(Tube of Dryer wi 
each can — FREE) 
Extra fast dryer 


with Regular — 
Extra Ea. 60¢ 


Y2 pint %+ & Or 
$1.60 
HONEST #37 


Quart 3% & Dryer 
(Either Postpaid) 


HONEST #38 


Send 25¢ for new 1 
Surprise Money Sa 
Catalog—then next iss 
free. 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP. crattsncogs, ‘remy 
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enthusiasts await 
each year — 
Trend Books’ 

1958 CUSTOM 
CARS ANNUAL. 


Topping anything 
published in 
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are looking for! Get 
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Top Chopping Sports Car Restyling Interiors 
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5c AT ALL NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
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TREND BOOKS 

| 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Les Angeles 28, Calif. 

| Sond me a CUSTOM CARS 1958 ANNUAL. 
I enclose 85e for e (includes postage, handling, etc.) 
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Frank Livingston’s twice-restyled custom splashes the cover of 

Craft with its exotic hues this edition; for more on the car and ; 

colors, see the coverage starting on page 14. P 
—Anscochromes by Al Paloa 


Car Craft, U.S. Copyright 1957 by Petersen Publishing Company, 597RaE 
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SHOPPING 


CONTINENTAL KIT 

A lightweight Continental Kit, 

easily installed or removed, has just been 
introduced. The rig makes a handsome 
accessory, gives you extra trunk room and 
puts your spare in easy reach for 
highway flats. This new kit requires no 
drilling and won't damage automotive finishes. 
Manufacturer states it will fit any car and 
can be used as a top carrier for 
anything from a pair of skis to a motor 
boat. Price including plastic tire cover: 
$9.95. Write Continental Carrier Co., Inc. 
32-cc North 12th, Kansas City, Kansas 


SELF BALANCING WHEELS 

End wheel balancing nuisance forever. 
Change tires at will without rebalancing. 
SELF BALANCING WHEELS do just 
that. Will balance themselves for all speeds. 
Balance both Static and Dynamic forces. 
Maintaining perfectly balanced wheels 
greatly prolongs tire life by giving smooth 
even wear. A must for top speed handling. 
Device is built permanently into the wheel, 
needs no attention or service whatever 

for the life of the wheel. Write: SELF 
BALANCING WHEELS, James E. Edwards, 
120-cc North Main, Altus, Okla. 


EXPLOSION-PROOF FLYWHEEL SET 

Bear close grained special alloy steel 
flywheel. Guaranteed explosion proof. 
Weighs 22 Ibs. incl. starter gear. Degreedij 
around outer edge. Available for all late J 
Overhead V8’s. Shown with Bear Super cai 
for Chev V8 and Corvettes. Full 11” 
pressure plate, 3800 Ibs. loading. 
Guaranted not to slip or explode. Special’ 
heat resistant springs. Flywheel $89.00, | 
clutch assembly $89.00. Entire kit $169.00) 
Write: Quincy Automotive, 3003-cc Wilsht 
Blvd., Santa Monica 9, California. 





VERSAL FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 

id by Milesmaster Inc., to fit every 

soline engine regardless of age, model or 
pplication, this new regulator is factory- 
djusted and requires no further attention 

the installer. The unit saves up to 

20% in fuel consumption while eliminating 
4 from flooding, jerky performance 

Mod vapor lock. Keeping inventory problems 
So a minimum is just one reason for it’s 
ide acceptance by auto shops, garages 

nd fleet operators. Price $6.95. Write: 
ilesmaster Inc., 6-cc N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 2, Illinois. 
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HYDRAULIO'CLUTCH 
Slave Cylinder Kit 


For use with swing pedel installation. 
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Photo $15.00 
Postpaid. 
WRITE OR CALL: 
Tim’s Precision Engines - Dept CC 


(Bracket fits 
'32-'39 Ford 
166 N. Kinneloa St., Pasadena, Calif., S¥ 2-2524 


Bracket $12.50 
Postpaid. 


COMING NEXT MONTH 
“TOOTHY” CHROME TRIM 


FOR YOUR (@usfom 


Complete how-to-do-it in the February edition — 
on sole at your favorite newstand January 9th 
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Make More Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition ‘‘All-in- 
one’’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America's BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, and 
complete Too! Set. Write for information. 

Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


National Schools Dept. DIE-18 

4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. 

Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 

Name mshi ine : ee 

Address capitis = : ni 

City. eae ies 
ae Chock d interested GULY im Resident School Training at Los Angeles 


any bore 


any stroke 
STREET-DRAG-TRACK 
Complete, ready to 
install in your 
rebored block. No 
other parts or ma- 
chine work necessary. 


iy c " 
AND electronically balanced 
AUTOMOTIVE 
6926 LANKERSHIM BLVD., 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
POplar 5-3444 or STanley 7-0347 


DECALS AVAILABLE SOON — INQUIRE! 
COMPLETE LINE OF SPEED & POWER EQUIPMENT 


y 

stock, hot ob a customizing enthu- 

Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Twin Carbon Arc Easily operated from properly wired 
— acces” 110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
vale all meter gift with a life-long use... Order 


handi " 
craft — today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. F64A 


CUSTOM CARS 
FEATURING STICK SHIFTS 


Your choice of many late models, all nosed, 
decked, striped and lowered, with custom 
interiors, paint and pipes. Sensibly priced. 
MARVIN LEE paint egg stg 

ET) dar ee 


SHOPPING AROUND 


ANSEN ENGINE SWAPPING 
Kit consists of front motor mounts, dropped 
link where necessary, bell housing adaptoy 
plate, and pilot bearing adaptor. Enable‘ 
installation of late Cad and Olds enging 
n '36 to ‘53 Fords and '39 to '48 & ‘52; 
"53 Mercs, with a minimum of fitting 
Specify engine and chassis being used, 
Adaptor plate $31.00, mounts $15.00, 
dropped link $25.00. Complete kit $60.00 
Without link $45.00 Write: Ansen 
Automotive Enginering Inc, 6317- 
S. Normandie, Los Angeles, Calif 


DURO PLASTIC RUBBER 

This new product, offered by the Woodhill 
Chemical Mfg Co., chemically vulcanizes 
without the use of tools, heat or flame, 
and is effective for waterproofing and 
insulation. Dura Plastic Rubber can be used 
to patch tire cuts, seal leaks in and 
around windshields, and eliminate squeaks 
and rattles. It dries tough and elastic, 

The special applicator nozzle makes 4 
excellent spreading tool. Price $1.00 per 4 oz 


tube, at most auto accessory stores#reFL® 
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NEW NEEDLE SEATS 
EELCO announces two new carburetor 
needle seats in the popular 4g” hose size. 
Available in either Nitro or Methanol | 
| 
i 
| 


S|styles tor use with either 4” or 3@” hose. 

itThe Nitro. needle seat features an oversize 
needle for maximum flow. Units are pictured 
with heavy wall clear NITRO LINE. 
Methanol Needle seat $2.70; Nitro needle 
seat $3.00, EELCO Mfg. & Supply Co., 
3021-cc Nebraska Ave., Santa Monica, Calif. 


VALUE-PACKED 
PAGES 


SPEED, HOT ROD 
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STL aera 
SHIPMENT 
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OVER 75,000 AUTO PARTS 


AND ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 


| oh gwrrse 


CUSTOM 
CAR 
STATION 


oresMREFLECTIVE LICENSE PLATE FRAME 
WAGON 


A revolutionary non-electric license plate 
fame that generates it's own light and 
perates 24 hours a day, is now available. 
alled Retlect-A-Frame, this unique devise 
is made of unbreakable and rust-proof 


Mirystal-like reflectors that actually “pick-up” 
Hight. Can be secn from over 350 yards 
way thus preventing accidents caused by 
mr lizhe failure, manufacturer says. 
rames fit any car. Price: $1.98 per pair. 
Write: Excello Devices Inc., 200-cc Fifth 
Avenue, New York, New York. 


NANUARY, 1958 


TRUCK 


Get your FREE copy now... 
everything you need for your 
car, truck, custom styled car or 
hot rod. Save up to 50% buying- 
by-mail from Whitney! hou- 
sands of hard-to-find items for 
cars from 1920 to 1958. See 
newest Hollywood accessories 
not offered in stores; high speed 
and power parts, custom styling 
equipment. ..all at lowest prices! 
Guaranteed satisfactionor money 
back. Our 20th year. Write now. 


RUSH COUPON 
Please send 25c to help pay cat- 
alog mailing and handling costs. 
We will credit 25c on your first 
order for$5 or more. Mailcoupon. 
J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 

1917C-1 Archer Ave., Chicage 16, Mi. 


MAIL THIS COUPON—TODAY! 


Bbolye ee ar eee 5. C. WHITNEY & CO. | 

polyethylene and inpregnated individual i 1617-1 Archer Ave. . 
us| ant 1958 catalog of auto parts and accessories 

| at sale prices. | enclose 25¢ to cover part of mailing and t 


16, Mi. 


handling cost, which will be credited to me on my first 
$5.00-or-more order. 
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“CONNIE” 
THE 


HEART OF YOUR RACER 


There's no finer power 

source for Quarter- 

Midget Racers than 

Continental Red Seal, 

famous since 1902 for 

dependability and long 
life. Red Seal heavy-duty air-cooled mod- 
els are built to get up and go. Greater 
piston displacement provides power in 
excess of their rating, plus low-speed lug- 
ging ability to eliminate stalls. Exclusive 
Contex external ignition system speeds and 
simplifies adjustment, and doubles life of 
points and plug. 


FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR 
DEALER, DROP A CARD 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE 
ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: 


Continental Motors 
INDUSTRIAL AIR COOLED 
Loa teat ate 


UP-DATED FORD 
Dear Sir: 

I enjoy your magazine very much. It is 
always full of excellent articles, even the 
advertising is packed with things we need for 
our cars. You are always right up to date with 
the new trends in customs and motoring. ] 
am enclosing pictures of my 55 Ford Custom. 
line. Front is shaved, bumper guards removed, 
and double bar grille added. Over thirty holes 


were filled and '56 Ford side chrome replaces 


original. | have a round back Continental 
kit with Chrysler Imperial taillights on che 
splash pan. Stainless steel hoods cover ‘55 
Olds taillights. I finished it off by lowering it, 
adding 57 Merc skirts and Olds hubcaps. 
—Bob Knohne 
Rahway, New Jersey 

Thanks for the kind words Bob. We hope our 
mag helped you in some way in updating your 
fine looking Ford. — Ed. 


BOY FRIEND'S PRIDE AND JOY 
Dear Sir: 
This is a picture of my boy friend’s pride 
and joy. It’s John Zofria’s "50 Olds, which 
has been shaved front and back and electric 


CAR CRAFT 





solenoids put in for the doors. Even I have a 
hard time finding those buttons, they are so 
well concealed. The side trim is from a ’56 


Buick and the grille is trom a ‘50 Merc. | 
would very much appreciate your printing this 
letter as Johnnie is an avid Car Craft fan and 
would be sure to flip if he saw his car in 


rint. 
P —Eileen Schmidt 


Flushing, New York 
His car deserves to be in print, so it looks like 
you're going to have a flippin’ boy friend for 
a while Eileen. — Ed. 


ex Sie- NEW VS. OLD 


] have just finished looking through all of 
the issues of Car Craft for ‘57. In doing so, 
I have noticed something that perhaps you 
haven’t given too much thought to. Shortly 
after the new cars were on the market, you 
started dedicating your restyling features to 
them. Of the 12 issues for 57, each of which 
carried a restyling feature, 7 were based on 
new cars. 

The reason I am bringing this to your at- 
tenrion, is that the 58 models are now coming 


DO YOUR OWN 


out and I am wondering if you are going to 
do the same thing again this year? | certainly 
hope not. The articles are fine for the few 
people who can afford to buy a new car and 
customize it too. But, my personal opinion is 
that most of your readers are guys like my- 
self, who have to settle with fixing up the 
older cars. I would like to know what your 
policy is going to be for the restyling features 
this year? 

-Gilbert Lyons 

Pacoima. Calif. 


Well, Gilbert, our policy is going to be the 
same as it’s always been. Trying our best to 
please our readers. That is why we like to 
receive letters such as yours. It is the only way 
we have of knowing what you like or dislike 
it is our opinion that when a custom fan looks 
at a new car he tries to visualize how it could 
be customized. Therefore, we feel that by doing 
these features, we can take most of the guess 
work out of it. It seems as though many of 
our readers liked the restyling features on new 
cars, even though a lot of them didn't own 
new cars. | think you will find that many of 
the ideas used on the new cars can also be 
adapted to earlier models. Besides, 5 of the 
features dealt with older cars, which is almost 
a 50% average. We want to thank you for 
your letter and at the same time ask all the 
rest of our readers their views on the subject, 
and to send ideas as to makes and years of 
cars, that they would like to see in the restyling 
feature. As always, we will do our best to 
accommodate. — Ed. CONTINUED 


CUSTOMIZING 
wtha TAPKIT! 


NO TORCH, no expensive tools, no special training required 
when you repair and restyle AUTOBODIES with these new 
job-tested fiberglass and EPOXY RESIN “glassing kits”. 


Guaranteed to contain more and better materials than any com- 
petitive kit on the market. Available at speed shops, chrome 
shops and automotive chain stores everywhere. 
If your favorite dealer doesn’t stock TAPKITS, send us his name and 
order direct. Write for free 16 page booklet on customizing and re- 
pairing autobodies and price list. 
For complete information on carcrafting with fiber- 
glass and resin, order THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, 
$1.00 ppd. Fully illustrated and non-technicai, best 
guide to professional results. Moneyback guarantee. 


TAPKIT C-10 $4.45 ppd. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


JANUARY, 1958 


*Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 


Pioneers in Plastics for Automotive Applications 
1710 E. 12th Street, Oakland 6, California 
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Powerful, patented, long-lasting 
plates . . . a built-in reserve of 
extra power for fast starting— 
your assurance of value when 
you buy an EXIDE battery for 
your car. Prices as low as 
$13.95 exchange. 


WHEN IT’S AN Baers ..YOU START 


SS 


WHAT'S A “DRAG RACE” The 
Dear Sir: 

We in the Northeast section of the U, 
aren't up on our expressions as we should 
My friends and I are always arguing over 
term “drag race.” I say that a drag race 
from a standing start to a %4 mile or so, 
friends tell me that it is from a moving 
over any distance. Will you please straigh 
us out on this matter. 

—Phil Valyou 

Green Island, N. Y. 

Daniel Webster says: “Drag—to draw sie 
or heavily, trail, to move, pass, or proce.) 
tediously; Race—act of rushing onward, a ¢ 
test of sped.” Thusly, Drag Race—to rush 
ward slowly while passing tediously in a com, 
test of speed. Car Craft's “term expert’ says j; 
“Drag Race—to go from a standing or mo' 
start, usually standing, to a previously d 
mined distance, generally a Y, mile. Conteste 
should be in cars, motorcycles, or some sud 
suitable means of conveyance." I’m sure 
this will straighten out everything between 
and your friends, Phil. — Ed. 


PHILADELPHIA FORD 
Dear Sir: 
I'm a steady reader of your magazine 
ever since I started reading it I've wanted 1 
have a custom of my own and someday s 


it in your book. 


NEW EASY WAY TO BECOME A TOP PAY : 


AUTOIMECHANIC 


The auto industry is short 100,000 mechanics! 
You can earn top pay, work steady, enjoy lifetime 
security in this big field. Let CTI train you at 
home in spare time. We send valuable Engine 
Tune-Up Kit and Mechanic's Tools at no extra 
cost. You get experience while training, earn 
money in spare time. Diesel or Body-Fender 
instruction included. Write for Catalog today. 


f = mee te = = 
Commercial Trades Institute, Dept. A-711 


; 1400 Greenleaf Ave.—Chicago 26, IIlinois 
Send free book Big Money in Auto Mechanics. 
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The grille is from a ‘55 Chev, while cq. . 
headlights are ‘54 Buick. '49 Merc taillighty 
54 Chev license bracket on ’49 Plymout’” 
bumper, and ten coats of Star Dust lacqué 
top off the job. 

— Robert B. Levey, . 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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CORNHUSKERS CHEV : 
Dear Sir: Nae eld 
P Enclosed is a picture of my “49 Chev which VY] H E E ' 








Mo would appreciate sccing im your mavazine. 


The 









rille is a sectioned ‘56 Ford, using the 





BEAT DETROIT INTO THE FUTURE! 


sock Chev parking lights. The headlights are 
freenched utilizing 54 Ford rims. Taillights Have Your Standard Hubcaps Made 


we 55 Buick. The car is nosed and decked | FUTURIST * ATTRACTIVE © UNIQUE 
and finished in metalic blue paint. The interior | PRICES START AT $15.95 


52 (Per Set) 

















done 1 maro¢ d Ww e, with ¢ 7 = 
is done in maroon and white, : ha For free brochure showing designs, 
movig Pontiac stecring wheel and four radio speakers 


kits and colors available 
heine the main chanyves. Send to: 


a ae SOMETHING ON WHEELS 


Kall City, Nebraska 
Box 1208 CC-01 Hollywood 28, California 
re The pleasure is all ours, Allan. — Ed. . f : 


en | 13833 Ventura Bivd., CC-01 - Sherman Oaks, Calif. 


VIKING CRAFT 


MIDGET 
RACE CAR 


Sold in complete kit —Ready for 
assembly. Absolutely no machining. welding 
or fitting necessary. Can be assembled and 
running in 6 hours. In kit form, plus tax 
F.0.B. Anaheim. 


$39500 


Send 25c for litera- 

ture and break down 
price list 

KE 5-713 


L 





D. C. MERC 





Dear Ser 


Here is my unfinished Merc. I have shaved | 
Z 









the hood and deck lid, also the door handles, 
fewhich are now operated electrically. 1 took 
atew things out of the grille giving it that 
bar wrille effect. It is lowered front and back 
megan! has ‘57 Merc skirts installed. | plan on 
installing a 5? Turn-pike enzine with a stick 








Ph 














7 shitt. Present plans are for an all white lacquez wee 
paint job AVANABLE This car chromed 
Boh Cust ; | and painted your color com- F-0-B- $4500 
‘que By ease ig | | plete ready to run, plus tax, Anaheim 








With the great start you have on it Bob, your 





VIKING CRAFT 


536 E. JULIANA ST. C-1 ANAHEIM, CALIF. 





Mere con't miss. — Ed. 
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| So Much from 
So Little 


The Chev’s “facelift” can easily be seen by 
comparing these two “before” and “after” 
photos. It’s the same car—but a different 
custom! The tudor’s interior received a 
very plush treatment of rolls and pleats 
in a diamond motif by Fremont Trim Shop. 
Notice the elaborately designed door panel, 





The adage ‘old customs never die, they 
just fade away” does not apply to Frank 
Livingston’s styled, restyled ’49 Chevro- 
let. A consistent competitor in Northern 
California auto shows, Frank found his 
customized Chev gradually slipping 
from the limelight in its semi-custom 
division standings. Quick action was 
needed if the car if the car was going 
to be restored to its popularity with 
show judges for the coming show sea- 
son. Action came with touch of shrewd 
torch work by Bailon Custom Shop of 
San Leandro, Calif., and some very 
clever ideas by owner, Frank Livingston. 
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Restyling a custom isn’t 

so hard—second time around 
for Frank Livingston’s 
Chev required only three 
simple modifications. 
Result —a complete 
transformation 


CONTINUED 
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Center piece of grille assembly was changed 
slightly by incorporating small grille work 
made from round rod. Hubcaps were also 
changed to ’56 Buick covers wsth Olds 
flippers. New scoops are found in leading 
edge of rear fenders with special trim teeth. 
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Two very unique innovations are responsible for the Chev’s 
complete transformation in appearance; cleverly rolled front 
and rear fenders scoops play a major role and the well 
thought-out two-tone pattern of the Brazilian Gold and 
Tropic Tangerine Orange paint job details the car beauti- 
fully. Pinoli Paimt Shop is oredited with skillful lacquer 
work. ’53 Mercury rear fender trim teeth lend sparkle. 


1 = ~ 


Scoops were fabricated from sheet metal with round rod 
serving edges. Notice bow design of scoops is carried over 
rear deck lid area and bow front scoops trail into body. 
Other body modifications are; frenched headlights, filled 
skirts, nosed and louvered hood, push-button operated doors 
and trunk, bumper tip exhaust, special front/rear bumper 
pons, ’51 Frazer taillights, ’56 Plymouth grille bar, ’51 
Pontiac rear bumper, extensive lowering both front and rear. 
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YOU'VE BEEN AROUND hot four- 
wheeled machinery for any length of time 
‘ll know that the old and overworked say- 

g “There ain't no substitute for cubic 
es” isn’t an idle expression where car 
rformance is concerned. This expression has 
with us for many years and it is still 
true as it was when it was first spoken. 
by this time hot rodders haven’t proven the 
th of this lictle gem of Americana to the 
isfaction of all, the current universal prac- 
fe of automobile manufacturers of building 
ver engines for each of their yearly model 
anges must surely have convinced everyone. 
When hot rodders first began searching for 
ys of increasing the displacement of their 
gines, automobile manufacturers were not 
formance conscious. From year to year their 
gines remained somewhat the same dis- 
acement-wise. However, when performance 

e important, the displacement of stock 

hgines started to go up astonishingly. 
The dispiacement of an engine that has left 
e assembly line can be increased by either 
arging its cylinders (boring) or lengthening 
e stroke of its pistons (stroking) or by a 
mbination of these things. These changes 
quite involved and the engine must be 
mpletely dismantled before they can be 
de, but to the fellow who wants his car 
go faster quicker, they are worth the effort 
takes to make them. The insallation of a 
round camshaft, multiple carburetor in- 
e manifold, high compression pistons or 
inder heads, and other special items will 
id to the performance of an engine at some 

e along its speed range but greater dis- 
cement will give it a boost from one end 
the range to the other. 

All other things being equal, increasing 
displacement of an engine has no effect 
hatsoever on the way the engine will idle 
tun at low speeds. The only special equip- 

t that will cause an engine to run rough 
idle and lose power at low speeds are 
ground camshafts of the radical type, car- 
fetion setups that provide too much car- 
fetion for the engine at low speeds, or com- 
nations of these things. A reground cam- 

aft and additional carburetion enable the 
| advantage to be taken of a boring and 
oking job but the performance improve- 
nt even without them is great enough to 
e the job more than worthwhile. 
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When stroking first became popular it was 
common practice for the fellow who wanted 
to stroke his engine to contract the entire job 
himself. Actually, he had no choice. He would 
have his shaft stroked at one place, buy the 
pistons he needed somewhere else, pick up 
the bearings, rings, and whatever else he 
needed for the installation wherever he could 
find them, and then take works to someone 
to have them balanced. This procedure took 
time and extra money and sometimes the fel- 
low got wrong parts somewhere along the 
line and had to retrace some of his steps. It 
was a rough go and a long procedure for the 
fellows who had to buy their parts by mail. 


Parts included in most stroker kits con 
sist of: crank, rods, bearings, pistons, 
pins and rings. McGurk Kit for Chev V8 
shown; prices for these start around $325. 


But time moves along and as it does dif- 
ficult things fall into grooves and work them- 
selves out. Now, the fellow who wants to 
bore and stroke his engine can buy a kit of 
parts that includes everything he will need 
for its crankshaft and piston assembly. The 
parts are machined, balanced as an assembly, 
and ready tc install in his cylinder block. All 
he has to do when he gets his kit is bore 
the cylinders in his cylinder block to the 
size he has decided on and install the parts 
in the kit in the block. 

CONTINUED 
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The parts included in a stroker kit are a 
stroked crankshaft, pistons of the specified 
diameter with relocated pin holes to match 
the stroke of the shaft, piston pins, piston 
rings, connecting rod bearings, and main bear- 
ings. The piston pins are fitted to the pistons 
and rods and the piston are usually mounted 
on the rods. Most kits can be bought on an 
exchange basis, which means that your stock 
crankshaft and rods are good for a certain 
amount of credit as partial payment. 


First step of stroker kit installation is 
boring out cylinders to desired oversize. 
Although some are thicker, most blocks 
won't tolerate more than Ye" overbore. 


Although the ideal time to install a stroker 
kie is at overhaul time because the parts in 
it are the same as many of those that would 
be installed in an engine that was being com- 
pletely rebuilt, many kits are bought for 
installation in new engines that have been 
run only a few miles, There is nothing wrong 
with this—in fact it is recommended for many 
engines—but to some persons such an action 
seems highly wasteful. However, once the 
effects of boring and stroking have been felt, 
whatever loss in dollars and cents one has 
suffered by replacing the new parts in his 
engine with more new parts is usually soon 
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Extra-long strokes sometimes cause in 
ference between con rods and adjacem 
cylinder walls. Check this during asseml 
and grind small notches if it’s necessa 


forgotten. The only regret the average fello 
has is that he didn’t do the job sooner. 
Crankshafts in the better kits have bee 
stroked by the welding method. This is 
process that involves electric welding be 
after bead of welding rod to the sides of th 
crankpins farthest from the center of th” 
crankshaft so the pins can be reground om 
new centers farther from the center of th 


After being squeezed between crank a 
main cap, Plastigage looks like this. Th 
crankshaft should not be oiled until aft 
all bearing clearance checks are mad 





t. The shaft is straightened and cleaned 
» after the welding and then the pins are 
ound to their original diameter so stock 
Dynnecting rods and bearings can be used on 
hem. Most crank grinders grind the crank- 
ins of stroked shafts to the minimum diame- 
t allowed by the engine’s manufacturer to 
ive the bearings installed on them maximum 
arance and thereby reduce as much as 
Mossible the friction in the bearing assemblies. 
The shaft’s main bearing journals are 
pund to insure that they are round, straight, 
d of the correct diameter. The mains are 
ished to standard undersizes so bearing in- 
can be bought for them from any parts 
pre or agency. 
The pistons in the kits are of different 
ands, depending on the company selling the 
fit, but pistons of three or four brands can 
sually be supplied to the purchaser's order. 
istons Yg-inch oversize, which is the maxi- 
pum most -cylinder blocks can be bored, are 
pplied in most kits but pistons of other 
zes can be had if the purchaser desires them. 
e type of pistons will be up to the pur- 
“Paser, although solid-skirt racing pistons are 
wally included if no other type is specified. 
cing pistons are fine for a competition 
Deine but for strictly street driving it might 
wiser to have a type that requires less 
Kirt clearance so oil consumption would be 
little more reasonable for everyday use. The 
ice of the kit will depend on the brand of 
tons in it because the prices of pistons vary. 
Often a choice of two or three brands of 
on rings is offered so the purchaser can 
ave the brand he prefers. The price of the 
may vary with the brand of rings. 
\i The main and connecting rod bearings in 
for late model engines are of stock type 
i usually of stock quality, which means that 
by will give service equal to the bearings 
came in the engines. Stock quality main 
ings seldom give trouble and rod bearings 
higher than stock quality are hard to find 
late model engines. Exceptions to this are 
Moraine “400” rod bearings used in '57 
evrolet Corvettes. These bearings can be 
d in all '55 through ’57 Chevrolet V8s, 
d main bearings of the same material are 
0 available. They are much more durable 
an the bearings used in passenger car engines 
‘Pd earlier Corvettes and they seem to be 
tirely satisfactory in competition. 
For other makes of engines the only solu- 
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Markings of varied widths on Plastigage 
packet are compared with actual dimen- 
sion of compressed strip, thus doing away 
with the need for borrowing a micrometer. 


tion to persistent rod bearing failure is to 
rework their crankshaft and rods for full- 
floating bearings. Potvin full-floating bearings 
are available for many of the larger engines 
and it is possible to adapt ‘48 or earlier Mer- 
cury bearings to 54 and later Fords and Mer- 
curys. Full floating bearings add considerably 
to the cost of a crankshaft installation but in 

CONTINUED 


Clearance checks made, bearings are liber- 
ally coated with engine oil before laying 
the shaft for keeps. Precautions regard- 
ing cleanliness should now be at peak. 
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a competition engine they are worth many 
times their cost. 

The installation of a stroker kit in a 
cylinder block isn’t too difficult after the 
block’s cylinders have been bored and honed 
to provide the correct clearance for the pistons 
but a few precautions must be taken and some 
points checked to ensure long life of the parts 
and to be sure they fit in the block as they 
should. 

One of the most important things about a 
stroker kit installation, as far as the life of 
the parts is concerned, is to see that the parts 
are as clean as it is posible to make them 
when they are intalled. They should all be 
washed in clean solvent or kerosene and then 
dried with compressed air, or be allowed to 
dry in a place where they will not become 
covered with dust or grit. Particular attention 
must be paid to the mating surfaces of the cona- 
necting rods and their caps and the internal 
passages in the crankshaft. 

Before cleaning the shaft inspect all its 
journals and crankpins for nicks or other dam- 
age that might have resulted from rough 
handling. Flatten all nicks with an emery 
stone or smooth file so they can’t damage the 
bearings. Clean the outside of the shaft with 
solvent and a brush or spray gun and its 
passages with a brush of the type used for 
rifle barrels. It is important that the grit from 
the crank grinding and accumulations of dirt 
and sludge left in the passages from previous 
use be cleaned out of the passages so they 
won't be forced into the bearings by the lubri- 
cating oil. Scrub the passages with the brush 
and then flush them with water from a hose 
to force all the dirt and grit out of them and 
to be sure they will flow full streams of water. 

If the shaft is of the type that has large 
oil passages through the center of its crank- 
pins, remove the plugs from the ends of the 
passages and clean the passages with a scraper 
and solvent. The sediment that collects in pas- 
sages of this type usually become quite hard, 
making it impossible to remove without pull- 
ing the plugs. Install new plugs before install- 
ing the shaft in the engine. 

The block must be absolutely clean inside 
and out and all its oil passages open and 
clean. If the engine had been used for any 
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length of time it would be wise to “boil” ¢ 
block to get it clean; however, a block show 
be boiled before it is bored and honed. Bo 
ing consists of immersing the block in a tas 
filled with a cleaning solution that is h 

so it can do a'better job of cleaning. 

auto parts stores have tanks of this type a 
they will usually boil a block for two or thre 
dollars. The only bad thing about hot tank 
is that the solution in them will dissolve th 


ings. For this reason the camshaft bearing 
must be removed before the block is immerse 


in the solution; however, it’s a good idea nptee 


install all new cam bearings in a block thal 
has been used for any length of time, y 
there isn’t any loss of time or money here, 

Cylinders that have been honed must } 
scrubbed with plenty of clean, soapy water 
life the grit from the hone out of the pore 
of the metal. If the grit is left in the wall 
it may wear the rings rapidly and make j 
necessary to replace them after only a f 
miles of use. After the walls have been cleane( 
the block can be flushed inside and out wit 
water to get it ready for the crankshaft 
piston assemblies. 

Before the crankshaft is permanently in 
stalled in the block it is a good idea to ched 
the clearance between the ends of the bolt 
and cap nuts on one of the connecting ro 
and the lower end of the cylinder in th 
opposite bank. Because of the longer crank 
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Upper balf of rear main bearing oil se 
should now be installed im cap, and ¢ 


detail now will prevent leskage 





shaft stroke the lower ends of the rods will 
move to a lower-point inthe crankcase than 
if they did previously when the shaft rotates. 
Many blocks have plenty of room for stroked 


i shafts but some do not. 


Make the check by installing the crank- 
n§ shaft temporarily, supporting in it two or 
4 three main bearings, and then installing one 
m of the piston and rod assemblies. Be sure the 
ya main bearing that controls the end play of the 
wi crankshaft is one of those used. Rotate the 
ingl shaft slowly while watching the lower end of 
“im the cylinder. There should be at least a six- 
neteenth of an inch clearance at all points and 
hug if there isn’t it will be necessary to grind a 
yg notch in the lower end of the cylinder. 
While the shaft and piston assembly are in 
bg the block, rotate the shaft to place the piston 
4 at its lowest point in the cylinder and check 
4 the clearance between the lower end of its 
4 skirt and the counterweights on the shaft. 
if There should also be at least a sixteenth of an 
inch clearance at this point and if there isn’t 


nef something will have to be done. Either the 


itt pistons will have to be exchanged for some 
n@ with shorter skirts, or the skirts will have to 
be shortened. It’s unlikely that interference 
1§ will be found at this point but it is something 
di thar must be checked. 

Remove the piston and rod assembly and 
dg the crankshaft from the block and, if neces- 
ha sary, grind the notch in the lower end of the 

glinder for rod bolt clearance. Then grind 
notches in the same relative position in the 

test of the cylinders. Clean the block thorough- 
ly after the grinding so the grit won't be left 
to get into the lubricating oil. 

The first step in installing the crankshaft is 
placing the main bearings in the block. The 


“spread” so they will stay in the block. If the 
yoserts fit loosely, increase their spread by lay- 
ng them on a clean piece of wood, open side 
down, and tapping their backside with a soft 
hammer. The inserts used in the bearing caps 
must also fit snugly. 

In some engines the inserts used in the 
block differ from those for the caps. The dif- 
ference may be in the oil holes in the inserts, 
or in the oil grooves in the bearings, or in 
*Ssome other feature. Usually when there is a 
difference in the inserts their locking tang 
that positions them in the block is in a dif- 


With bearings, caps, seal and crank all 
in place and oiled-up, we're ready for the 
cap-tightening operation. Use of a torque 
wrench to the proper specs is required. 


rectly. In any case it is a good idea to check 
the inserts when they are in place to see that 
their oil holes are in line with the oil holes 
in the block. If the holes don’t line up, or 
there are holes in the block but no in the 
inserts, it is possible that the bearings are not 
the correct ones for that block. 

Lay the shaft in the bearings and install 
all but one of the caps and their inserts on 
the block, taking care to install the caps on 
the right journals and with their correct side 
facing the front of the block. Lightly oil the 
threads on the cap bolts and tighten them with 
a good torque wrench to their specific tension 
by tightening the bolts in each cap alternately 
and evenly so the caps will be drawn down 
onto the block evenly. Some caps fit into 
block, making it necessary to be sure they are 
seated on the block before pressure is exerted 
on them with the bolts. It is possible to break 
caps of this type by installing them incorrectly. 
Now check the clearance between the bearings 
and their journals with Plastigage. 

Plastigage is a product made by the makers 
of Perfect Circle piston rings for the purpose 
of checking bearing and other clearances. As 
its name implies, Plastigage is plastic, and it 
is in the form of a slender round strand. 
To use Plastigage, cut a piece of it just slightly 
shorter than the length of the journal to be 
checked and place it on the top of the journal, 
lengthwise to the shaft. Place the bearing cap 
on the journal and tighten its bolts to the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 





Johnny Macia proves YOU can 


COSTOMIZE 
YOUR MERC 


Wn 


mcr 
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Front to back, Macia’s Merc shows that customizing is within the reach of every- 

one with the time and patience io take on the job. John made up his grille from 

a’54 Chev bar backed by a cut-down ’55 section. The finish is in Alpine White. 
24 
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Two of the neat little touches 
making up the appeal of the car 
are the louvered fender skirts 
and the transplanted portboles. 
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sensational new styling trim 
allows universal application 


BY DON EVANS 


s/MPLICITY AND VERSATILITY are the words that describe this newly discovered chrome- 


y like tape. Although the tape is not new on the automotive market, only recently has it 


n employed as an effective styling trim for cars. The forerunner of this product is the 
able red reflector-type tape used so widely on rear bumpers. Although this tape is desig- 
ed as “silver” tape, it is referred to in customizing circles as “chrome” tape because of its 
or-like finish. It can be adapted in a multitude of variations; tops, fender skirts, concave 
dy paneling, such as that found on the '56-’57 Corvette, all lend themselves to this striking 
ance. In short, restyling possibilities are unlimited. Installation is extremely easy. 
cause it is a pressure sensative adhesive tape, it merely has to be pressed into place. Since 
“chrome” tape is a new discovery many of the specialty automotive accessory stores as 
do not stock the product. If you find the tape hard to come by we suggest that you write 
manufacturer direct for information concerning distribution. The address is as follows: 
innesota Mining and Manufacturing Company, Saint Paul 6-cc, Minnesota. 


CONTINUED 
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ScoTcH 
Potyeste Films Tape Wo. 558 


Prnmaee Seemann teteasiee Vo 


1. Chrome tape is available in 4-1” widths. 2. Area to be covered should be c C 
Masking tape is also needed for the job. thoroughly with wax and grease removapi 


3. From chrome trim, measure and mark 4. Lay first strip of masking tape alomere 
width for initial strip of masking tape. marked points then alternate chrome taf co 





a Chrome tape should be placed flush to 6. Finish top, making sure tape is placed 
A and even with edge of masking tape. in even lines, then remove masking tape. 


oMere is a well done, completed job. Chrome tape lends a startling effect to top that 
completely different from anything seen before. The keynote is perfect alignment. 
CONTINUED 
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3, Run first strip of masking tape along 4. Chrome trim can now be removed to pro- 
dge of chrome, lining-up with the marks. vide easier taping. Alternate tape strips. 


5. Remove masking tape and cut chrome 6. Final step consists of pressing tape firm- 
be so the trim will cover ends of tape. ly to surface; remove any smudge marks. 
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‘COZY COUPE 


Larry Cantor’s '53 Ford reflects good 
taste as an “over-the-counter” custom 


ee pi penne ere wars 
Novel side trim was created by combining two sets of ’55 DeSoto trim, Alth A 
the car is a solid color this type trim lends itself ideally to a two-tone paint j r 
Bumper is notched to recess exhaust tips. Deck’s shaved. Wheels bave Olds fiipp x 
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Photos by Bob Hardee 


Headlights have been frenched using 
the stock ring. Corners of hood are 
rounded off. Note how the ’56 Ford 
parking lights fit perfectly to the 
“G contour of the fender. Bumpers ore 
"a stock front and rear, guards removed. 


Larry Cantor's '53 Ford Coupe 
is a good example of what can 
be accomplished without any ex- 
tensive metal work. Grille is a 
complete '56 Ford unit. Hood is 
shaved. Stylers Custom & Jack’s 
Auto Shop worked on the car. 


Bullet-type accessory taillight was sbort- 
ened and molded to fender. This accessory 
4s available in most of the leading auto- 
motive supply stores and can be installed 
with minimum of work. This type of light 
lends flowmg lines to side view of car. 
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EN FORD ANNOUNCED it wa 

a family way and was about to g 
birth to yet another FoMoCo produa, g 
enthusiasts held their breath—would the 
addition be radical, like the Ford “dream 
or conservative, more in keeping with 
company’s tradition? Unveiling of the 
showed both predictions to be true t 
limited extent. Walking around an K 
you'll find features both radical an 
vative—but if you're really a “car nut” @ 
thing you'll probably feel most strongly i 
desire to make an Edsel more noticeably 4 
ferent. If you had your way about it, yo 
re-styled Edsel might look like the one sh 
on these pages. Entrusted to the tender 





STYLER’S CUSTOM SHOP 


RESTYLES 
THE EDSEL 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY DICK COLLIER 


CONTINUED | 
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of Carroll “Red Eye” Gentry, proprietor of 
Stylers’ Custom Shop, National City, Cali- 
fornia, the Edsel Restyle was performed using 
the hypothetical budget of $1,000. 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 

Most obivous change is the 6” lowering 
job, scientifically accomplished through the 
use of dropped “A” frames in front with re- 
positioned springs and “C” framing doing the 
job in the rear. Removal of all miscellaneous 
trim, medallions, etc., contributes to the over- 
all smooth look. Electric door operation is 
provided as well. Aside from these common- 
place modifications, the body proper original. 


HOOD, GRILLE AND HEADLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 

Immediate attention is called to the re- 
vamped grille on our Edsel guinea pig— 
Gentry’s metal surgeons removed the “contact 
ring” and substituted an expanded metal unit 
with 1” square mesh, chrome plated. Filling 
the hood and backing-up the quadlights with 





the same mesh metal as used in the new grill "| 
lefe but one other major change in store fag ¢ 
the front—that of extending the fenders ouf ¥ 
into shades over the lights, being careful p>’ 
continue the slight peak already present in th 
tops of the fenders in their stock form. 


REAR FENDER AND TAILLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 


On the Edsel, fenders, as such, have actually 
disappeared, to be replaced by the basic body 
lines, deeply concaved. Breaking up the 
arrangement of the taillights into this overall] 
master styling plan is a chrome handle be 
tween the lights themselves. Gentry’s craft 
men couldn’t abide that, so off it came, t 
be replaced by an inverted “peak.” Built up 
of body steel and permanently molded in 
place, this construction visually “ties-in” the 
taillights with the rest of the car’s design 
Operation of the lid is now to be electric 
solenoid latch control. The taillights them- 
selves were shaded and frenched into the 
body, thus doing away with the un-necessarily 
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“busy” chrome trim surrounding them in their 
stock form. Back-up lights went the same 
way as the taillights’ trim—considered to be 


‘g distracting influence, design-wise, they were 


removed and the holes remaining filled-in. 


DETAIL REFINEMENTS 

Sharp-eyed readers will find that Stylers’ 
Custom Shop furnished us with one of the 
most detailed parts and labor price lists yet 
to accompany a RESTYLE article. Amongst the 
smaller items covered are some that have a 
profound effect upon the customized Edsel’s 
final appearance; “Color-tone Hubcaps, $20,” 
is an example. Removing the bolt holes from 
the bumpers, providing for a two-tone paint 
job—and—even pin striping were allowed for 
in the projected bill. Although Carroll didn’t 
specify what color he’d like to see “his” 
Edsel, the proposed allocation of light and 
dark tones shown would be hard to beat in 
almost any imaginable combination. The 
striping, though, you'll have to imagine—in- 
dividual preference varies too much for us 
to present it here! 


RESTYLING THE EDSEL 


PARTS AND PRICE LIST 
1S) TT 
$15.00 


metal center grille 30.00 





Ron Thronson of Costa Mesa obtained 
rake by C’ing frame and cutting out 3 
coils in front, de-arching springs in rear, 
All side trim was removed and filled in, 
including door handles. All 4 doors are 
operated electrically. Hubcaps are Olds, 


Hood bas been given full treatment by 
shaving, adding a peak, and rounding off 
the corners. 64 louvers, in four rows, 
have been punched in top of hood. Stock 
rings were used in frenching headlights. 
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‘53 Olds taillights and license 
bracket bave been set into the 
extended rear panel, All seams 
were filled in. Deck is shaved. 
This work combined with re- 
moval of bumper gives a clean, 
uncluttered rear view of car. 


A ’49 Merc shell was molded to 
fenders to create grille cavity. 
Special-made pan was hand 
formed from sheet metal and 


" frenched to fenders, ’53 Chev 
me grille mounted from rear pro- 
a vides illusion of floating. Pusb- 
= bor bumpers were cut from 
driveshafts, then chromed. 


Photos by George Barris 


All body work was performed by Bronson’s in Artesia, Calif. Car is painted Bronze, 
interior was done in brown and white Naugahyde. Exhaust tips protrude just abead 
of rear wheels. Stock ’51 Chev engine was replaced with full-bouse flathead Mercury. 
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’S4 Buick side trim graces the body lines 
of John Taylor's ’56 Olds. Jobn, who lwes 
in DeWitt, lowa, installed the side trim, 
grille and electrical system for the doors. 
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Floating type grille is composite of ’51- 
"S2 Studebaker and '51 Packard com 
ponents. Hood was dechromed and filled. 


Badge 


’S3 Ford Ring and sheet metal visor were 
frenched to fender giving hooded effect 
to headlights. Note perforated inner ring. 


CAR CRAFT 





ORNAMENTAL 
OLDS 
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Taillights are from a’54 Packard and 
were frenched-in. Deck lid is shaved. 
Torch work was done by Lowe's Auto 
Body in DeWitt. Car is Alcan White 
ond Royal Blue. Striping by Al Cravero. 


Hubcaps are Dodge with model airplane 
prop spinners inserted into the centers. 
Bumpers are stock. Car was not lowered. 
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Universal Bumper/Grille Styling 
—using the ’55 Pontiac Bumper 


ONE OF THE MOST versatile bumper components to emanate from a Detroit factory i} 


the "55 Pontiac bumper. Customizers immediately adopted this two-piece bumper 
and have put it to use in various customizing roles. Not only has it served to disguise fro 
and rear views on many custom cars, but it also has been cleverly worked into grilles, 
gtille/bumper combinations. You might say that its two-piece design has come to the resd 
of many custom cat builders who wish to alter their stock bumpet’s appearance but find th 
extensive work and expense would be involved to knock down the width of a one-pied 
bumper to fit their car’s narrower design. Here, the Pontiac bumper proves a natural, fo 
with its two-piece design it can be foreshortened with no expense involved except for adde 


support brackets and a small contoured pan for dressing-out the area between the bumpé 
bars. On the following pages we have pictured several of the more outstanding installatio 
and adaptations’ of the 55 Pontiac bumper—all of which thoroughly illustrate its versatility 








The two-piece Pontiac bumper bars completely transform the frontal appearance 
of this ’54 Mercury. Installation calls for using the complete bumper pan 
assembly of the Pontiac, inserted through the center of the Mercury's grille cavity. 


Ettore, she Pontiac bumper bers go almost unnoticed as to identity due to the 
very special treatment of expanded metal ond horizontal grille bers. The Pontiac 
aad bars were shortened Sabet for this seen wrap-sround styling. 


A typical adaptation con be seow bere on this 49’S2 Chevrolet, The 
bers were used in « stock manner as they are on the ’SS Pontiac. A small special 
pen must be made up to connect and dress off the area-between the bumper bers. 





". A combination of an extended 
| gravel pan and the Pontiac ba 
“ea dress off the rear of this C 
in the true custom style. 
between bumper bars offers 
protected license plate mom) 


Pontiac bars are blended to th 
special grille opening lendi 
illusion of additional widt 
Chrysler grille bars combi 
ith outrigger type b 
bars give low, wide appeara 





tended The Pontiac bumper bars work 4 
wry well for contouring the 


for 9-51 Ford. Note that complete 
lumper assembly bas been used. 


dy, Exhaust is sent thru bers, — 
tracting notice to separation. ex 


per’s design, allowing the 
wense to be deeply recessed. 
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ee FOIL HUBCAP THIEVES 
WITH NEW LOCKING DEVICE 


_ NEVER QUITE realize how valuable hubcap locks can be ‘til you have a set off 
specialized hubcaps stolen from your car. With a $25 to $30 dollars loss involved, 
importance of hubcap locks starts to make considerable sense. There are several types off 

hubcap locks on the automotive market, but one that we were introduced to recently 
proven to be as close to one-hundred percent “theft-proof” as design will allow. This 1 
and revolutionary hubcap lock makes use of a “snip-proof” wire that attaches the huba 
to one of the lug bolts on the hub. A special lug-nut is also included in the kit whi¢ 
incorporates an Allen-head set screw. Once the hubcap lock’s wire has been secured to 
lug-bolt using the specialized lug-nut, the Allen-head screw is inserted and secured, makin 
theft for all practical purposes impossible! In testing the strength of the “snip-proof”’ attacl 
ing wite, heavy duty bolt cutters had to be used to sever the aircraft-type wire. Diago 
pliers proved ineffective. On the following page installation of the lock is thoroughly illus 
trated. The locks are reasonably priced, so, for information write: “Something On Wheels, 
13833-cc Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, California. 
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[Remove the one closest to valve stem. 


| st step consists of removing the lug 


a 


WiNow place the loop of the attachment 4. Take the special lug nut and thread # 
over the lug bolt nearest valve stem. on lug bolt (remove Allen-head screw). 


Insert the Allen-head screw in lug nut, 6. Valve stem fitting is aligned with the 
secure it with an Allen-head wrench. valve stem, then hubcap is fitted to wheel. 


AFTBNUARY, 1958 51 





5 


os 


TAILLIGHT 


IDEAS 


BELOW ° Frenched taillight rims 
a very popular styling with the ’51E, 
| Ford owners. Here we see the 

© snusual Canadian Meteor taillight la. “ 
adapted to frenched cavity of ’52 Fog’ 


An unusual effect was created bere by 
frenching in the taillight’s rim then 
adapting a plastic center spinner from 
the parking light of a ’52 Ford. The 
reflector is from a ’S3 model Ford, 
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DVE + A clever innovation for the 
blinker is this adaptation consisting 
53 Lincoln Capri lens — reversed! 

Lincoln lenses (’55-’56) work 
when imstalled in upright manner. 


56 Oldsmobile “98” bullet type 
lends itself to the Ford’s rear 

styling. Here's a typical “notched 
version where the edges were 
ed in a sharp, squared-off design. 


ial lens/hood combinations can be de- 
for that custom look; center parti- 
and stylish hooded shade keynote this 
ign. Hood extension was fabricated from 
t metal with small rod used for edges. 
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A neat disguise for any ’52-’54 Ford is 
this combo of a ’55 Chevrolet taillight 
installed in an upside down manner. Note 
that the complete Chevy assembly is used 
with scalloped paint adding to appearance. 


CONTINUED 





ABOVE * An easy transforma- 
tion of taillight styling is this 
adaptation of an “88” ‘56 Olds- 
mobile lens into frenched-in 
opening. Trim adds to glitter. 


RIGHT « Brother to the "88" 
Olds lens is the "98" bullet styl- 
ed blinker. This component also 
allows easy installation when 
“stepped” into the rear fender. 


SS Dodge taillight compo 

come on great when freng 
into rear fenders of the Fe 
Many combinations of thisp 
could be incorporated into 
slender fender styling of | 
particular '52-’54 Ford 


BELOW -« Splicing '55 C 
lens into rear fender while 
ploying round rod to shape 
opening lends a true customi 
E flavor. The Chrysler lens 





accessory lens that bas met with popular acceptance from customizers is this “bullet” 
ped shell accompanied with a small reflector. Shell can be frenched or bolted in place. 


el appearance is achieved by 
oving only the center area 
HW stock ’5S2-54 Ford tasllight, 

adapting the small round 
s from ’S2 “98” Oldsmobile. 
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Lincoln “Capri’ lenses have al- 
ways been a favorite with ’52- 
$4 Ford owners. Here we see a 
"$5 Lens neatly spliced into the 
fender with round rod border. 





WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM?’ 


By Bob Seer 


CHEVROLET CARBURETION 
Dear Bob: 

What's your recommendation for carbure- 
tion on my 57 Chevrolet? It’s the “270 hp” 
version with the dual four-throat carburetors. 
When I try to start out fast it always floods 
out — what should I do, put on three two- 
throats, or four two-throats, or try to correct 
the flooding? 

— Hal Wilson, 
Edina, Minn. 


Recent dynomometer tests have revealed a defi- 
nite superiority, apparently independent to a 
certain extent upon the venturi area involved, 
of the triple two-throat type of manifold over 
the dual four-throat, This has occasionally 
proven true even when the difference in venturi 
area was considerable. Identical tests on the 
same engine with nothing changed but the 


manifolding showed the triple to start ou 
the low RPM range on a par with the ¢ 
quads, the ‘walk off and leave it’’ on 
plotted graph of horsepower produced at 
creasing RPM figures. Two-throat carbu 
of course, don't plague you with the surge ¢ 
ditions found within the float chambers of 
larger four-throats, so replacing your dual ¢ 
set-up with three dual-throats will defi 
cure this stalling situation if that's the tro 
RAPS AND RESONANCE 

Dear Bob: 

I’m installing a Corvette exhaust manifo 
on my ‘54 Chevrolet. Would a_half-ind 
diameter pipe connecting the two complete 
isolated systems prevent objectionable rap 

—Charles Valentine, 
Custer, Oklahoma 

You are so right — connecting the front 
rear exhaust outlets together will make all 
diifference in the world, in so far as sound 
concerned, You may even wish to incorpo 
a valve into the balance tube so that 
running in unrestricted areas such as the dre 
you can close the valve and make all 
noise you want, After all, that’s part of 
fun of draggin’, isn’t it? The balance 
reduces noise by tending to equalize pre 
pulsations in the exhaust manifold, thus ca 
ing it to give out with a steady flow of gas 
resulting in an exhaust note not unlike 
musical tone, with a lower volume than 
fore. It is the reduction of resonance, not 
reduction of pressure or quantity, that red 
the noise. The exhaust system, from an 
ciency standpoint, is substantially the same. 


make your % Boronic go—with 
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Choice of those who he and GO! 


Evan’s Equipped engines hold the 
majority of 14 midget track records 
in the Southern California area. 


FOR CONTINENTAL ENGINES: 


Big valves, Guides, Springs & Keepers 
*Special Aluminum Racing Head « Racing 
Pistons & Rings * Connecting: Rods with 
Babbit insert « Aluminum Fly Wheels 
* Racing Cams ¢ Racing Carburetors and 
Manifolds * Complete Continental Engines 
Sales & Service. 
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Send $1.00 for i 
trated catalog 
parts list. (Refun 
able with first p 
chase.) 


t 
Phone TU 4-45135 > 


Scotiys murritr servicilv 


Dept. CC-1 
365 G STREET * SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF, 


CAR CRAR 


OPEN UP 


My problem is carburetion. I have just 
jit-up a '50 Lincoln flathead V8. Bored 
05” oversize, the displacement is approxi- 
tely 362 cubic inches. A balance job, an 
nderian #44 Full Race cam, 8 to 1 heads, 
d and relieved block, light flywheel and 
Spalding Flamethrower complete the list 
modifications. I have a Nicson dual mani- 
4 which has not yet been drilled for the 
bs so at this stage of the game I can use 
rt three-bolt two-throats or four-bolt two- 
ts. I'm after the best possible accelera- 
em with some thought to gas mileage. 
paHope you can help me — 
— Chuck Woodward, 
Stevenson, Washington 
on't know what Nick Glaviano and Son, 
prietors of Nicson Engineering would say 
this — but — 1 think you ought to make 
ree-jugger out of that dual. Have the carb 
milled-off flat, then bore two holes the 
size as the others half way in between. 
i around them for three-bolt two throat 
bs, then use three '56 Ford Holley carbu- 
rs. This will allow you to use progressive 
permitting “‘balloon-foot" mileage get- 
around town with a healthy reserve of 
area from an extra push of the foot 
required. 
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$1.00 ecm gy 
/ICE We invite dealer inquiries 


P.O. BOX 66 — CULVER CITY 13, CALIF. 
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FREE! 


$3.98 MAGNO-ROD 
OIL PURIFIER... 


YES! To introduce the terrific VALUES in 
our NEW 1958 CATALOG . . . we offer 
this nationally advertised $3.98 
MAGNO-ROD, FREE! Famous Magnesium 
Catalyst destroys harmful engine acids 

. users claim it DOUBLES engine 
iife. Saves oil, gas, —, tf 

Send only 25¢ to cover pos — 

handling (Credited on 1st order). 


FREE! Biggest 


SOUPING & CUSTOMIZING 


CATALOG... 


in Our wey, ... Ever . for 
! MILEAGE! E! 
oe SAVE to 50% on Top Sans of 
Power & ee Equip, Rod- 

ding & Racing Parts, Custom- 

izing Accessories, Etc. 

FOR ALL CARS! Gives Souping 

Info! A ae “HOW-TO” 
DIRECTORY—Yours FREE! 
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Fane PURCHASE BR 
oF 339 DECAL He 


“FABULOUS” DECAL PINSTRIPING SET 

Fabulous decal pinstriping set. Contains easy to 

apply, rich looking pinstriping & designs. Complete 

set of bb decals 

‘*Free’’ Spider Web decal with purchase of pin- 

striping decal set. 

UNUSUAL DECALS 

Fabulous Eye-ball $1.00 Scary skull 2 

Realistic Spider Web and Black Widow $1. 
Specify color: White. Black, Gold. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 


STRIPING KIT 


A new and easy method for striping your car (not 
decals). Kit includes: easy instructions, illustrations. 
patterns, professional brush, ready-mixed striping 
paint. Specify color: White, Red, Black. 
Complete Kit $3 (for extra 2 colors add $2) 
Special Patterns 
skulls, dragons (4 for $3.00) 
All orders ppd. In Calif. add 4% tax. 
VENT STRIPING KIT 
DEPT. CC-1 
1509 N. San Fernando Bl. 
Burbank, California 


$1 each: spider web, eye-ball, 
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specified tension. Don’t turn the shaft. Re- 
move the cap and compare the width of the 
flattened Plastigage with the graduations on 
the side of the Plastigage envelope. The num- 
ber opposite the graduation that is the same 
width as the Plastigage is the clearance in the 
bearing. Check the clearance of the rest of 
the bearings in the same manner. If the clear- 
ance is within the limits specified for the 
engine, the bearings can be used; if it is not 
within the limits, the bearings will have to be 
replaced with others. 

Install a new rear main bearing oil seal in 
the block and bearing cap and then lubricate 
the bearings and the journals on the shaft with 
clean motor oil and lay the shaft in the bear- 
ings. Lubricate the bearings in the caps, place 
the caps on the block, and tighten their bolts 
to the correct tension. 

Correct crankshaft end clearance is essential 
to free running of the engine and smooth 
clutch action. Check the clearance by prying 
the shaft toward the front of the block and 
then inserting the blade of a thickness gauge 
between the front side of the main bearing 
that has the thrust surface and the thrust sur- 
face on the shaft. If the clearance is not within 


End-play is clearance between the thrust 
flange on the crank and the corresponding 
faces on the block and rear main cap. 
A feeler gauge is used to make the check. 
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the specifications for the engine it wil d 
necessary to install a different thrust be 
that will provide the correct clearance, 
Cast-iron piston rings must be fitnit. 
their cylinders before they can be insult 
on their pistons. This is done by inseg, 
them in the cylinders in which they wil. 
used and then checking the clearance b 
their ends with the blade of a thik 
gauge. The rings must be square with §. 
cylinder walls when the gap is measured 
the gap between their ends will be the sf, 
as it will when the rings are on the pistm 
Square the rings with the walls by push} 
them into the cylinders with the head of & 
of the pistons to be used in the engin 
the piston head is of odd shape and itq 
square the rings with the walls, it mah 
possible to use the lower end of the pi 
instead of the head against the rings. 
The instruction sheet that came with 
rings will state how much gap they she 
have. A little more gap than specified is bei, 
than not enough because if the gap is 
than specified it is possible for a ring’s ¢ 
to butt together when the ring gets hot! 
this should happen it is more than likely ® 
the ring will buckle inward at some point 
its circumference and break. Insert the oon 
thickness gauge blade between the ends of 
ring so it seats on the cylinder wall. If 
gauge fits in the gap, the gap is wide eno 
if it doesn’t, the gap will have to be widen, 


End-gap between ends of piston rings 
literally make or break an engine— 
sure it’s right on yours. Check is . 
by feeler gauge with ring square in be 


CAR 


UE this by filing one or both of the ring’s 


“on a small fine-cutting file held in a vise. 
» Bk the ring in its cylinder again to be sure 
utttitan was made wide enough and repeat the 

{ns@, operation if it wasn’t. 
Ihe instruction sheet will also tell you how 
rings must be installed on their pistons. 
rings can be installed with either of 
sides toward the head of the piston but 
ys must be installed with a specific side up. 

“ymp one of the rods in a vise so the 

end of the piston on it rests on the top 
vise jaws. This will make it easier to 

il the rings on the piston; however, be 

not to bend the rod or break the 

n. Expanders that fit under the rings are 
installed by spreading their ends apart 

hey can be slipped over the piston head. 
expanders, such as those that are used 

Perfect Circle 98 oil rings, must be 

d in their grooves so their ends butt. 

0% is important so the expander will exert 
Décorrect tension on the steel segments. Be 

the ends of expanders of this or any 

‘@ type don’t overlap. Ordinary expanders 

wavy, flat steel type are short enough 

a small gap is left between their ends 
they are in their grooves. 

pel-rail rings are easy to install if they 

Id above the piston while one of their 

is inserted in the groove and then, work- 

from the end in the groove, the rest of 

ing is spiralled down to the groove. Space 


b it clean” motto never made more 
than when installing inserts in con- 
: . Bearings “spread” must be correct; 
ns bO roxy for details of check, adjustment. 
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the gaps in the rings and their expanders ac- 
cording to the information on the instruction 
sheet. Cast-iron rings are installed by spread- 
ing their ends apart with the thumbs just 
enough to enable them to be slipped over 
the head of the piston and down to their 
grooves. The ends must not be spread apart 
more than necessary for the rings to slide over 
the piston because it is possible to damage 
or break rings by spreading their ends too 
far. It is a good idea when spreading a ring 
with the thumbs to press inward on its outer 
circumference with the forefingers at points 
an inch and a half or so from the ends. This 
will make the ring retain a more normal round 
shape while it is being expanded and reduce 
the possibility of its being damaged. The gap 
in a cast-iron ring must be on the opposite 
side of the piston from the gap in its expander, 
and the gaps in rings above and below each 
other should be staggered around the piston 
so none of them are in line. 

Check the numbers on the connecting rod 
and its cap for cylinder number one to see 
that they are the same and on the same side 
of the bearing bore. If the numbers don’t 
match and the bore and side surfaces of the 
rod and cap align as they should, the rod has 
been rebuilt. Renumber the rod and cap so 
the cap can be replaced easily in its correct 
position when the rod and piston assembly 
is installed in the block. The numbering can 


Piston and rod assembly is inserted into 
bore with aid of ring compressor and «a 
few light taps from hammer handle. Lots 
of of should be applied to parts first. 
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be done with steel numbering stamps or a 
center punch; however, numbering stamps 
should not be used unless the rods are on 
their crankpins so their bearing bores will not 
be distorted by the force of the hammer blow 
on the stamp. A center punch can be used 
with the rod on or off the crankpin because 
only a light tap with the hammer is needed 
to make a mark with the punch. When using 
a punch, make one to eight marks, to match 
the number of the cylinder in which the 
parts are to be used, on the members, The 
numbers should be on the side of the rod 
that is visible when the rod is in the engine 
but this is not as important as installing some 
types of rods so they face the correct direction. 

The reasons some rods must face a certain 
direction when they are on their crankpins 
vary. Some rods have oil spurt holes that 
spray oil on the walls of one of the engine’s 
cylinders and others are offset, which means 
that their shanks is not centered on their big- 
end. Offset rods are used in V8 engines to 
enable the cylinders in the right and left 
banks to be placed more nearly opposite each 
other. In this way the overall length of the 
engine can be made shorter. 

In some engines the rods can be installed 
facing either direction but it is possible that 
the pistons must be installed in a certain posi- 
tion. Most pistons that must be installed in a 
ceftain position have an arrow or some other 
identification mark on their Lead that clearly 
indicates which way they must face. When 
your engine has pistons of this type and rods 
that have spurt holes or offset shanks, you 
must check both the rods and the pistons to 
see that they face the correct direction because 
it isn’t impossible for a piston to be incor- 
rectly installed on its rod. If this should be 
the case it would be necessary to reverse the 
piston on the rod and then have the align- 
ment of the rod and piston checked. But be 
careful about jumping to conclusions because 
the rods for one side of the engine must be 
reversed in the pistons in relation to those 
for the other side. 

Turn the cylinder block so it is resting on 
the top of its cylinder bank that does not 
have cylinder number one and rotate the 
crankshaft so the crankpin for cylinder num- 
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ber one is in its lowest position in 

to that cylinder. Lubricate the rings and 
of the piston for cylinder number one 
engine oil and install a good ring compr, 
on the piston to force the rings into t 
grooves. Install the compressor carefully 
the rings won't be broken. If the rods 
locked-in inserts, press an insert into the} 
in the rod. If the insert won't stay in 
rod, increase its spread in the same 


cylinder walls and crakein, 

Insert the lower end of the rod into 
cylinder and then guide it onto the crank 
while tapping the piston into the gli 
with the end of a hammer handle. Guide 
rod carefully so its cap bolts or the sh 
edges on its lower end won't scratch 
crankpin. Press an insert into the rod aq 
lubricate its bearing surface, and slip the 
onto the rod bolts, with the number on 
cap on the same side of the crankpin as 
number on the rod. Run the cap nuts 
snugly against the cap but don’t torque the 


move on its crankpin far enough for ® 
side of its big-end to seat on the shoulder 
the end of the pin. If the rod won’t m 
this far it is possible that its bearing in 
is touching the fillet at the end of thep 
This isn’t too uncommon with stroked sh 
and it is the result of the fillets at the ¢ 
of the pins being ground to too large a radi 
This is the fault of the man who ground 


Con rods must be guided onto respec 
crank throws carefully so as to 4 
harming journals, which should be oi 
before the caps are installed and tora 
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because he did not keep his grinding 
| sharpened as it should have been. If 
condition isn’t too bad it can be corrected 
~& removing the bearing inserts from the rods 
igi narrowing their bearing area slightly with 
craper. Remove only enough material to 
ble the bearings to clear the fillet. A little 
Mout dye on the bearing will enable the in- 
ence points to be seen more clearly. If 
interference is quite bad, it might be wise 
contact the company from whom you 
ght the kit for advice. 
ij steel plates were welded to the crank- 
M's end counterweights when the shaft was 
nced, turn the shaft so the piston is in 
om center position and then move the 
as far forward as it will go on the crank- 
to see if its shank will touch the plate. 
a@mimum clearance between the rod and the 
te should be .050-inch and if there is this 
ch clearance or more, rotate the shaft to see 
there are no high spots, such as welding 
ds, on the plate that might reduce the 
wrance below the minimum. If the rod hits 
plate, you'd better check with the company 
m whom you bought the kit to find out 
to do; however, this is another one of 
me rare things that are possible but not too 
av@pable. 
pAinother thing that must be checked is the 
ance between the upper end of the rod 
d and the lobes on the camshaft. Before 
check is made, the camshaft and the 
and cam gears, of sprockets and timing 


ect torque values must be used when 
tening rod caps. Assembly may then 
eed in conventional manner just as 
you were still running a “stocker.” 
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chain, as the case may be, must be installed 
in the block. With the camshaft timed cor- 
rectly to the crankshaft, slowly rotate the 
crankshaft and check the clearance between 
the rod and the cam lobes as the rod moves 
past the camshaft. Any interference between 
the rod and the cams will make it necessary 
to rework the rods in some manner to provide 
the needed clearance For engines that require 
such an alteration the rods that came in the 
kit should have been reworked to match the 
stroke of the crankshaft but if they weren't 
you had better contact the company from 
whom the kit was purchased and let them 
decide what to do. 

Install the rest of the rod and piston assem- 
blies in the bank, making all the clearance 
checks for each of them, and then turn the 
block so the rods and pistons can be installed 
in the opposite bank. After all the rods and 
pistons are in the block, turn the block so it 
rests on its top surface to make it easy to 
check the rod bearing clearances. Check each 
bearing individually with Plastigage in the 
same manner you checked the main bearings. 
If the clearance isn’t within the specifications 
for the engine, you'll have to get some dif- 
ferent bearing inserts. If the clearance is ok, 
torque the cap nuts to the specified tension. 

Measure the side play of the connecting 
rods on the crankpins by spreading each pair 
apart as far as they will go and inserting the 
blade of a thickness gauge between them. The 
play must be within the specifications for the 
engine, and if it is less it will have to be in- 
creased by grinding or honing the sides of 
the rod big-ends. Grinding can be done on 
the side of a large grinding wheel or on a 
surface sander of some type, and honing can 
be done with a hand stone. Clearance slightly 
wider than specified can be ignored because 
it won't cause any trouble. 

While checking the side play, look at the 
upper ends of the rods to see whether they 
touch the ends of the pin bosses in the pistons 
when the rods are moved from side to side. 
It is unlikely that interference will occur at 
these points if the rods were installed cor- 
rectly but if it does something will have to 
be done to correct the condition. Perhaps the 
best thing to do would be to machine or grind 
the sides of the bosses to make room for the 
rod, The amount of material that would have 
to be removed from the pistons for this pur- 
pose would not affect the assembly’s balance. 

The rest of the engine assembly may now 
proceed in the conventional manner. 
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LATEST with the NEWEST in Auto Ports! SEE 1958 
accessories W—power brakes, air conditioning, 
hi-fi. . . thousands of gas-savers, power boosters, 
*‘doll-up"* items, unique accessories. Send 25c 
(refunded first order) to cover handling, postage. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 


5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


CUSTOM DECALS by MONTE’ 
Weird—Unique—Colorful 
. Tongue with Eyeball 
. Weird Detective 
. Eyeball on Roller Skate 
Send ms - ae Ppd. 4. Bonge Drums—Hands 


ms cre: 1—Box 6003 
Lakewood, Calif. 
ORIGINALS BY MONTE’ 


LOUVERS 


. Devil on Unicycle 
. Weird Gas Flap Design 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5. One-eyed Monster 
6 
7 
8. Foot Prints 


With a 


WISK LOUVER KIT 


* Inexpensive 
* Do it yourself 
* No one ecial machine required 
te — ble in three sizes 
a, 3Y_ & 4Y2 
Kit wee "special tool, ? precision machined die 
and punch made of iron, and complete instructions. 
“Send for y your kit iy” 
RTI 


R. R.A. “Wisk A ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 12515 — Dallas, Texas 
Enclosed find $5.95 for my louver kit. 

Check size desired ()2%2” [()32” [ 4e” 


Nome 
Address. 


IR iceicigss 
All orders postpaid 


OD crcmrnemeems 
Sorry No C.O.D.’s 


Bailon 


BAILON’S 
CUSTOM SHOP 


CHANGES FOR '39 MERC 

Dear Joe: ' 

I own a 39 Mercury and am planning 
customizing it in the near future. I was thig> 
ing of having a set of 49 Plymouth bump 
installed and 54 Chev taillights frenched 
the original taillight position, horizons 
What do you think? Also, I would like y 
opinion on what kind of grille swap t 

—Reader 
Wslkes-Barre, Penna. 

‘49 Plymouth bumpers would look sham 
your Merc. The '54 Chev taillights aren't a 
idea as they do not fit the contour of 
fenders. Try '55 Hudson lenses and you 
find they will fit perfectly. A '56 Chrysler 
with a section taken out of the middle 
frenched would look good in place of 
original. 


PRICE WANTED! 
Dear Joe: 

I have a '52 Chevrolet and would like 
have it customized by a body shop. 
you tell me how much I should expea 
pay for each of the jobs I have listed? Shs 
and peak the hood, shave the trunk, fre 
the headlights and the taillights, install a¢ 
tom grille, remove the door handles, in 
electric push button doors, hood and tru 
Thanks for any information you may be 
to give me. 

—Gary Manson 

Waterford, Conn. 

I*can only give you an estimate Gary, as 
ferent body shops will vary in their p 
Peaked hood $60. Trunk $12. French 
lights $40. Custom grille $100. Door handa 
$20. Electric doors $38 per door. Electric 
$30. Electric trunk $30. 





QUARTER MIDGET BUYER'S CUIDE 


LAST but not least—Iate starter but fast finisher, 
Speedway Quarter Midgets missed last 
month's ‘‘Buyer’s Guide’’—here they are 


Latest offering from Speedway, 
11111 Chandler Blvd., No. Hol 
lywood, Calif., is this senior- 
sized model built to Q.M. specs. 
Increased interior room to ac- 
commodate the older handlers 
ss this car’s outstanding feature. 


acessories, sells for $395. The «7 , 


lifferences include right-hand 
outside “header,” two-tone up- 
bolstery and anamel finish. 


% Many models and dozens of color com- 
binations. 
Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. : 
* Prices include all lettering and em- AN x Ap hen 
blems. $13.50 to $25.00 in club lots of . T-SHIRTS 
6 or more. EMBLEMS 
* No individual orders — 6 minimum. 


* Free Literature. ne 
SEND 50¢ TODAY For complete catalog on Emblems, it —— a . jaa 
Jockets, Decals, Plaques, Novelties — including informa- s P NOVELTIES 
tion on how to start your club and $1.00 Credit Certificate 
and free Decal. 


1072-C No. Wilton PI. 


ed 4 oe 0 =) Oe od 0 Pee 


JANUARY, 1958 





CUSTOM QUERIES 


SIDE TRIM PROBLEM 
Dear Joe: 

I have a ‘54 Ford Skyliner and would like 
to do a little customizing. Is there any grille 
that would be a perfect fit in my grille shell? 
If not what grille change would require a 
minimum amount of work? Would ’56 Ply- 
mouth side trim be practical for my car? 

—Murray Feinman 

Bronx, New York 
A '54 Chev grilte with added teeth would be 
the easiest to install in your Ford. | don't think 
you would be doing much for your car by 
adding ‘56 Plymouth side trim on it. | would 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 


STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 
1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States 
Code, Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION OF CAR CRAFT 
MAGAZINE, published monthly at Los Angeles, 
California, for October 1, 1957. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, editor, 
end business managers are: 

Publisher: Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Editor: Dick Day, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 
28, Calif. 

Managing editor: Bob Pendergast, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Business manager: 7. A. Johnson, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., los Angeles 28, Calif. 

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its 
name and address must be stated and also immediately 
thereunder the names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners must be given. 
If owned by co partnership or other unincorporated firm, 
its name and address, as well as thot of each indi- 
vidual member, must be given.) 

Petersen Publishing Co., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los 
Angeles 28, Calif. 

Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los An- 
geles 28, Colif. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more 
of totol amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities 
ore: (If there are none, so state.) 

None. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the 
stockholder or security holder appears upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for 
whom such trustee is acting; also the statements in 
the two paragraphs show the affiant's full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and security holders who do not 
appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that of 
@ bona fide owner. 

5. The average number of copies of each issve of 
this publication sold or distributed, through the mails 
or otherwise, to poid subscribers during 12 months 
preceding the date shown above was: (This information 
is required from daily, weekly, semiweekly, and fri- 
weekly newspapers only.) 

T. A. JOHNSON, 


Business Manager 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day 
of September, 1957. 
J. A. THOMPSON 


(SEAL) : (My commission expires May 24, 1959.) 
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suggest trying '57 Dodge trim as it will 
the body lines better. 


‘46 CHEV PROBLEMS 
Dear Joe: 

I am customizing my '46 Chev coup 
would like some information on the follow 
items. What type grille would fit best 
still look decent? Will installing °56 Po 
headlight rims and '54 Chev taillights req 
a lot of work? If you have any suggestig 
for better ones, I'll appreciate them. 

—George Ehret 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 


A '46 Studebaker Commander grille would} 
good in your Chev, George. '55 Chev 
light rims and ‘53 Pontiac taillights 
look best, | believe, as the '54 Chev tail 
do not fit the contour of your car. These 
fications will require a good deal of work, 


DOOR LOCKS 
Dear Joe: 

I have heard a lot about solenoid ¢ 
locks. I have one simple question. How | 
you lock and unlock the doors? 

—Paul Person 
East Chicago, Ind. 

You can buy a standard key switch at an am 
supply house and mount it under a fender 
some place where it can be reached. You 
wire it to the solenoids controlling the d 
This enables you to lock off the electricity’ 
that the doors can't be opened. 
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Wheat de we mean by 


PISTON RING DESIGN? 


. a combination of piston rings having calculated controls ar- 
ranged so that two effects will be produced to a certainty in an en- 
gine, i. RAP POWER and bathe hot moving parts in protective 
lubricant within the combustion chamber and piston travel area. 


GRANT'S MASTERFUL DES ... gives high-unit pressure, 
and long engine life—does its job even after tens-of-thousands 
of miles . . . with special lubricating qualities preserving BOTH 
ring and cylinder wall alike. Chrome coating, although available, 
is unnecessary to give Grant Rings their lasting performance. 


A trial of Grant Rings will convince the most skeptical that here 
is a set of piston rings that functions with frictionless effort, yet 
delivers full power and lasts far beyond customary expectancy. 


FASTEST 48 CU. IN. HYDROPLANE 
ant Piston Rings,” says F. Doc Mo 
“are a major item for a winning combination 
as he wins the National Championship (Amé@ 
can Power Boat Assn. ) 
High points won in 1953 and '54. 
National Champion of 1956 in his 48 cu. 
Crossley Hydroplane Class—Moor’'s boat dev 
ops 72 horsepower at 7,000 RPM (83 MP 


241 N. WESTMORELAND AVENUE, LOS ANGELES 4, CALIF 











